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JANUARY 2014 2 CORINTHIANS 8:7 Leading ordinary people to extraordinary life in Christ 

In·SP·iration 

Sandy Plains Baptist Church Sandy Plains Baptist Church 

 

Join us at 9:30 am for Join us at 9:30 am for 

BEGINNING AT 11:00 AM 

two exciting worship experiences 
COMING JANUARY12thCOMING JANUARY12thCOMING JANUARY12th   

Wishing you many blessings in 2014 
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HOMEBOUND 
 

Clint and Nell Adcox 
Sarah Bell 
Jewel Coker 
Eleanor Culberson 
Louise Hunter 
Thelma Laird 
Dru Jordan 
Estelle Race 
Emmalene Rogers 
Dora Segars 
Sandra Abney 
Lorene Quinette 
Bill Barksdale 
Hazel Burns 
Frances Cornett 
Nell Holcombe 
Christine Kemp 
Edith  Overacre 
Horace Richardson 
Anne Wyatt 
Sue Moyer 
Jane Drake 

MISSIONARIES 
 

Timer and Mary Ann 
Hartley, Northern Afri-
ca and the Middle East 
Younis Farhat, Pastor, 
Asian-Indian Mission 
Jim and Viola Palmer, 
United States 
Hannah Redd, United 
States 
Samantha Mullaney, 
Red Sea region in the   
Middle East 
Josh and Rebekah Holt 
and baby Jan, England 
Jan and Ed Kotynski, 
Wycliffe translators 

 

In·tro·spective                 FROM THE PASTOR 

We are now moving into a 

new year. Personal resolu-

tions will be made (to be 

broken). Ministry goals will 

be set with heightened ex-

pectations (not to be bro-

ken but occasionally 

tweaked). We are ap-

proaching the January 12 

debut of our dual service 

and I am excited. With the 

new structure comes new 

ideas and expanded wor-

ship opportunities. Howev-

er, with the excitement 

comes anxiety. Anything 

new promotes unsettled 

feelings because questions 

are yet to be answered. 

That is true even for the 

staff. Regardless of how 

much we pray, promote 

and plan, it is impossible to 

cover every base.  

One question has to do with 

the Sunday School classes.  

The early Sunday School 

classes (9:30 am) will begin 

with three adult classes that 

are taught by subject mat-

ter. Because of the new wor-

ship service (11:00 am), 

many people are unsure as 

to which Sunday School hour 

they will attend (9:30 or 

11:00)—possibly trying both 

worship services before set-

tling on its adjacent Sunday 

School class. This leaves us 

with only enough people 

who know they will be in the 

Awakening worship service 

at 11:00 to start the early 

Sunday School hour with 

three adult classes. New 

classes will be added as 

needed and with the availa-

bility of teachers. I hope this 

will not take long. 

In essence, we are starting a 

new ministry. New ministries 

must grow and mature. In the 

meantime, we must be pa-

tient and allow these to de-

velop. It could just be a sim-

ple matter of reorganization. 

Please pray for our new struc-

ture and our personal flexibil-

ity to let it develop under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. It 

is my prayer that we will see 

growth in both worship ser-

vices for the honor of Christ. 

We wish you Happy New Year 

and a prosperous 2014. 

Pastor Al and Jeannie 

Young In Heart will meet 

Thursday, January 16th at 

11am in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

The Deacon’s Meeting will 

be on Sunday, January 19th  

at 4:30pm in C-18. 

 

S.P.H.E.R.E.  (Sandy Plains 

Home Educators Raising 

Excellence) will meet on 

Monday, January 20th at 

6:30pm in the Choir Room.  
 

The Seekers: Women on 

Mission will meet on Thurs-

day, January 9th 10:30am.  

 

Caring and Sharing will 

meet Thursday, January 9th 

at 7pm at the home of Jen-

nette Florian.  

 

Ladies Bible Study will be 

on Tuesdays from 9:30-

11:30 in C-18 beginning on 

January 14th. 

 

The Senior Men’s Meeting 

will be Tuesday, January 

28th, in the Fellowship Hall 

at 10am. Lunch afterwards 

at Judy’s.  

 

Blank Canvas will be on  

Thursday, January 30th 

beginning at 7pm in the  

Fellowship Hall. Cost is only 

$10. 

In·Formed   
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We will be offering photo 

sessions on January 16th, 

17th, 18th, and 19th for our 

NEW Church Pictorial Direc-

tory. Sign-up is available 

now by visiting our web-site 

and clicking on the link. 

Each family that signs up for 

a portrait sitting will receive 

a complimentary 8x10 por-

trait plus access to the 

online Digital Directory 

and the Mobile Web App. 

Printed copies of the direc-

tory will also be available 

for those families that 

would like to have one. All 

of this is being provided at 

NO COST to the church or 

the members. If you DO 

NOT have web access, please 

call Nanci in the church office to 

schedule your appointment. 

Volunteers are also needed to 

man the registration tables dur-

ing the photo shoots. Please call 

the church office to volunteer 

and your name will be put into a 

drawing to win a $50 portrait 

certificate. 

Church Directory Photo Shoot 

The Leadership Team 

wishes you all the joy and 

love of Christ this Christ-

mas season.  As we look 

back on the past two 

years and see how far we 

have come as a church, it 

warms our hearts to see 

us opening our hearts to 

God's desire to see his 

Church at Sandy Plains 

stay relevant in today’s 

world and reach out to his 

children that don't know 

him yet.  In early 2014, 

members of the Leadership 

Team will be visiting all the 

adult Sunday School class-

rooms to talk briefly with 

members about how they 

want to see Sandy Plains 

fulfill Jesus Christ's last 

words on Earth, The Great 

Commission. We, as Chris-

tians, have a responsibility 

to reach out to our fellow 

In·depth         FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM  

children of God and spread 

the message of God's love 

and that love as shown by 

Jesus Christ.  Please spend 

some time this Christmas 

season thinking and praying 

about how God wants you 

to fulfill The Great Commis-

sion here at Sandy Plains in 

2014 and beyond. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Leadership Team 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Alvin Southerland 
Senior Pastor 

al@sandyplains.org 
 

Bryan Paine 
Worship Pastor 

bryan@sandyplains.org 
 

Gary McEntire 
Pastor to Students 

gary@sandyplains.org 
 

Angie Spiva 
Preschool/Children Minister 

angie@sandyplains.org 
 

Dr. Don Mason 
Pastor to Senior Adults 

 
 

OUR CORE 
VALUES 

 

Our power source is prayer 
 

Our church is to be Christ-like 
 

Our sacred activity is worship 
 

Our mission is to reach people 
for Christ 

 
Our responsibility is to disciple 

believers 
 

Our message must remain   
unchanged while our   

methodologies change 
 

Our calling is to be involved in 
a servant ministry 

 
Our resolve is to do ministry 

through a “kingdom 
vision” 

  
Our quest is to do ministry 

with excellence 
 

Our desire is to be faithful 
stewards 

In·dispensable    SENIOR ADULTS 

On Thursday December 12, 

2013, 64 Young in Heart 

members and 10 guests 

met.  We enjoyed a won-

derful catered luncheon.  

Joel Spies entertained us 

with his talented Bells Ferry 

Choral group.  They sang 

various Christmas songs and 

did a wonderful job. 

Our next meeting will be 

January 16, 2014 and will 

feature our annual Birthday 

Party.  This will be a covered 

dish.  We will start meeting 

at 11:00 and eat at 11:30.   

If you have any questions 

concerning YIH please call 

Mary LaRue 770-926-7194 

or the church office. 
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like the Israelites when they 

were traveling in the wilder-

ness. 

God promised to provide for 

them by raining down bread 

from heaven six days a 

week. He instructed them to 

gather only enough manna 

for each day, except for the 

day before the Sabbath 

when they were allowed to 

store up two days’ worth. 

When some of the people 

disobeyed and tried to 

hoard extra manna, it be-

came rotten and full of 

worms by the next morning. 

I’m like that sometimes. God 

wants to do new, fresh 

things in my life and in my 

ministry for Him. But often I 

try to hold on to yesterday’s 

stale manna. I don’t want to 

let go of what is comfortable 

and familiar—some old way 

of thinking, a certain way of 

doing things, my usual area 

of service to Him. I may miss 

new and exciting things God 

has planned for me if I don’t 

fully trust His guidance, 

even when He seems to be 

leading me down unfamiliar 

paths. 

One of the best ways to 

keep our faith fresh and 

new is to develop a habit of 

daily Bible study. God’s 

Word is timeless—old and 

A Year of New Things! 

“See, I am doing a new 

thing!” Isaiah 43:19 (NIV) 

Thanks to Christmas, we all 

end the year with new 

things—new toys for the 

kids, new clothes (not al-

ways the right color or size, 

but still new), new pounds 

on our bodies. We start the 

year off with new things, 

too—a new calendar on 

the wall, new bills to pay, 

and new resolutions for the 

days ahead. 

 

Everybody likes new things, 

including God. He’s called 

the Ancient of Days, but He 

says, “Forget the former 

things; do not dwell on the 

past. See, I am doing a new 

thing! Now it springs up; do 

you not perceive it?” God 

begins His Word/Bible with 

the story of His creating a 

new world; He ends it with 

His plans to make a new 

heaven and new earth. 

Our heavenly Father wants 

to do new things in the 

lives of His children. He 

desires to teach us new 

truths about Himself, pro-

vide new opportunities for 

ministering to others, take 

us to higher levels of wor-

ship and deeper levels of 

trust. But too often we’re 

In·tune              NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP PASTOR 

new at the same time. Just as 

God’s “compassions are new 

every morning” (Lamentations 

3:22-23), a daily dose of His 

Word can give us new under-

standing, fresh insights, and re-

newed strength. 

We can drink in the Psalms to 

help us “sing to the Lord a new 

song” (33:3 and others). We 

read in Ezekiel about God’s 

promise to give us “a new heart 

and a new spirit” (chapters 11, 

18, 36). We rejoice along with 

Paul as he declares, “If anyone is 

in Christ, he is a new creation; 

the old has gone, the new has 

come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

Studying the letters of Colossians 

and Ephesians reminds us that 

we have taken off our “old self 

with its practices” (Colossians 

3:9) and are to “put on the new 

self, created to be like God in 

true righteousness and holi-

ness” (Ephesians 4:24). 

If we need motivation to live like 

a new creation, God has provid-

ed two keys in His Word. It’s im-

portant to look backward to the 

New Covenant, the source of our 

salvation. We can meditate on 

Hebrews and thank God again 

that the sacrifice of Jesus made 

“a new and living way” for us to 

enter His presence (10:19-22). 

And we also keep looking for-

ward to our future by reading 

Revelation. We can find comfort 
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The Prayer of Jabez 

1 Chronicles 4:10—And Jabez 

called on the God of Israel 

saying, “Oh, that You would 

bless me indeed, and enlarge 

my territory, that Your hand 

would be with me, and that 

You would keep me from evil, 

that I may not cause pain.” So 

God granted him what he 

requested. 

Jabez is only mentioned this 

one time in scriptures, but 

there are lessons we can 

learn from his prayer. First 

consider the attitude of Jabez 

as he approached God. He 

was honorable in his praying. 

He was earnest, which means 

intense, zealous, sincere and 

determined about his request 

of God. We are told in James 

5:16 “the effective, fervent 

prayer of a righteous man 

avails much.” Jabez was also 

humble. We are told in 1 Pe-

ter 5:6-7 to humble ourselves 

under the mighty hand of 

God, that He may exalt us in 

due time, casting all our 

cares upon Him, for he 

cares for us. 

Jabez directed his prayer to 

God. To direct such a prayer 

to God demonstrated that 

he was trusting and de-

pending on God for every-

thing that he needed. When 

Jesus taught his disciples to 

pray, He told them to begin 

“Our Father in heaven, hal-

lowed by your name.” How 

awesome it is to be able to 

call the creator of every-

thing “Our Father.” 

Jabez requested a personal 

blessing. He also asked God 

to enlarge his borders. In 

Matthew 6:33 the Lord has 

said that if we serve Him 

faithfully, He will provide 

for us. Jabez asked that 

God’s hand be on him to 

provide protection and 

guidance. He also asked 

God to keep him from evil. 

God’s protection, guidance, 

preservation and deliverance 

are provided throughout the 

scriptures. We should be as 

honorable and humble as Jab-

ez as we seek God. He may not 

always give us what we ask for, 

when we ask for it, in exactly 

the way that we ask. But He is 

the source of every good and 

perfect gift (James 1:17). We 

can trust God to answer our 

prayers by providing what He 

knows is best that will keep us 

in harmony with His will, just 

as he did in the prayer of Jab-

ez. 

I think Jabez prayed believing 

God was listening. He believed 

God could answer his requests 

if it was in His will. Do we pray 

believing God hears us? Do we 

believe He has the power and 

resources to provide our peti-

tions to Him? 

Submitted by Mary LaRue 

Resource: Wayne S. Walker 

Expository Files 8.11,            

November 2001 

In·Prayer            FROM THE PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM  

Year to Date Giving 

$679,750.94 

 

Year to Date Budget 

$702,000.00 

 

to celebrate the New Year 

is to let go of anything that 

has gone stale or rotten. 

Then we’ll be free to live 

each day expecting new, 

fresh things from the One 

in thinking about the time 

when God will right all 

wrongs, heal all hurts, and 

give us a new name and a 

new home. 

A good way for a child of God 

In·tune (continued) 

Who promises, “I am making 

everything new!” (Revelation 

21:5) 

"Love God Completely, Love 

People Deeply" 

Bryan Paine 
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Saturday, January 25th 

Parent’s Night Out—youth 

report at 5:30 pm 

To Be Determined 

Valentine’s Banquet 

Saturday, February 22nd 

Parent’s Night Out—youth 

report at 5:30 pm 

 

Friday / Saturday March 

14th and 15th 

D-Now Weekend 

Saturday, March 22nd 

Parent’s Night Out—youth 

report at 5:30 pm 

Saturday, April 12th 

Parent’s Night Out—youth 

report at 5:30 pm 

June 13th-17th 

Student Life Summer Camp 

In·fusion          STUDENT MINISTRY NEWS 

BEHIND AND AHEAD 

It’s hard for me to grasp the 

concept that another year 

has come and gone! I’m 

almost dizzy from just how 

fast it burned right past us. 

It was a year of solid growth 

for our program. We are 

averaging more students in 

our Wednesday night pro-

gram than at any other time 

since I have been here. This 

is a great group of students 

and I am very excited about 

what we are going to be 

able to accomplish with 

them in the coming year. 

YOUTH ROOM UPGRADE 

In the next few weeks, we 

are going to begin work on 

redesigning and moderniz-

ing our Student Center. 

Though it has served us well 

over the past few years, we 

are looking to make it more 

of a draw to this generation 

of students. 

STUDENT INTERN 

We are very excited about 

having Cody Amon coming 

on board to serve as our 

summer student intern. He 

already has a lot of ideas for 

the program and I am really 

looking forward to working 

with him. 

STUDENT LIFE CAMPS 

Be on the lookout for 

D-Now and Summer Camp 

information coming soon. 

I am looking forward to an 

exciting year with your stu-

dents! 

Gary McEntire 

UPCOMING STUDENT EVENTS 

 

We are the Student 

Ministry of Sandy Plains 

Baptist Church. 

 

We are about joining our 

minds with the mind of 

God.  

 

We are about denying 

ourselves and lifting up 

Christ.  

 

We are about submitting 

our will to the will of 

God.  

 

We are about merging  

heart, soul, strength and 

mind into one dedicated 

purpose: to love God 

and to love others.  

 

We are about becoming 

one in Spirit with other 

Christ followers.  

 

We are about becoming 

one with the One.  

We are about: 

the FUSION 
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In·the·know                       VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

SPBC Volunteer Schedule January 2014 

January 5 January 12 January 19 January 26 

Deacon of the Week Deacon of the Week Deacon of the Week Deacon of the Week 

Joe Ballew David Peterson Gene Spiva Lofton Spencer 

Extended Session 

Coordinator 

Extended Session 

Coordinator 

Extended Session 

Coordinator 

Extended Session 

Coordinator 

Lacey Sivley Jen Conant Heather Spencer Christine Peterson 

Babies/Twos Babies/Twos Babies/Twos Babies/Twos 

Pat Reed Kathleen Carden Janet Earnest DeAnn McEntire 

Nan Maddox Staci Mackay Teresa Mullaney Lacey Sivley 

Threes Threes Threes Threes 

Robert Moody Susan Anderson Jen Conant Jennifer Braswell 

Betsy Moody Lauryn Rudin Sydney Conant Emily Bullington 

Fours & Fives Fours & Fives Fours & Fives Fours & Fives 

Jennifer Logan Holly Mackie Beverly Schauer Angie Spiva 

Morgan Walz Kayla Conrey Chase Conrey Joshua Warren 

Children’s Church Children’s Church Children’s Church Children’s Church 

Bernadette Caulk Mark Saunders Lofton Spencer Warren Wolfe 

Counting Team Counting Team Counting Team Counting Team 

Melissa Lacy Ed England Bonnie Martin Joe Mullaney 

Linda Hodges Janice Ashley Teresa Mullaney Jo Ann Tucker 

David Braswell Sandy Rudin Melita Conrey Brett Norman 

Greeter Team Greeter Team Greeter Team Greeter Team 

Andy Mattick’s Team Lofton Spencer’s Team Warren Wolfe’s Team Lewis Casey’s Team 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

Ushers:  Team 1 Ushers: Team 2 Ushers: Team 3 Ushers:  Team 1 

David Braswell                  Chad Conrey                  Don Singletary           David Braswell                  

Wayne Bartlett Danny Ashley Dixie Beggs Wayne Bartlett 

Bob Hayes Joe Ballew Garvin Bell  Bob Hayes 

Frank Hartley  Jim Conant Joe Mullaney  Frank Hartley  

Willie Terrell Andy Mattick Greg Taylor Willie Terrell 

Steve Stephens Lofton Spencer  John Downer               Wally Harris Steve Stephens 

John LaRue Don Walker Roy Earnest        Sam Hill John LaRue 

Jim Kennedy Ron Stone Mickey Scandlyn    Fran Florian Jim Kennedy 

Soundboard  Soundboard  Soundboard  Soundboard  

Danny Wood Dick Porter Danny Wood Dick Porter 

Projection  Projection  Projection  Projection  

David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson David Peterson 

Lock-Up Lock-Up Lock-Up Lock-Up 

Lofton Spencer Joe Ballew Joe Ballew Dixie Beggs 

Sam Hill Gene Spiva Gene Spiva Jim Caulk 

Due to the new dual service structure beginning January 12th, please 

check the display cabinet outside the church office for changes or 

additions this schedule. 



Return Service Requested 

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
Sunday 
 9:15 AM Media Center open 
 9:30 AM Classic Worship 
     9:30 AM Bible study 
  11:00 AM The Awakening Worship 
   11:00 AM  Bible study  
 5:30 PM Evening Activities  
 
Tuesday 
   10:00  AM Ladies Bible Study (C-18) 
    12:00 PM  Prayer Group (C13)  
  
Wednesday 
     5:30 PM  Fellowship Meal  
 6:15 PM Media Center open 
 6:00 PM AWANA 
 6:30 PM Student Worship 
 6:30 PM Adult Bible Study 
     6:45 PM Choir rehearsal 
     7:45 PM  Praise Band 
 
Friday 
  10:00 AM  Joyful Noise 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 
1/1  OFFICE CLOSED 
1/5  Dedication Service 
1/5  Undeck the Halls 
1/9  Caring and Sharing, 7pm at Jennette Florian's home 
1/12  Dual Service Structure begins 
1/16  Young In Heart, 11am (F.H.) 
1/16  Pictorial Directory Photo Shoot, 2pm-8pm (Gym) 
1/17  Pictorial Directory Photo Shoot, 2pm-8pm (Gym) 
1/18  Pictorial Directory Photo Shoot, 10am-6pm (Gym) 
1/19  Pictorial Directory Photo Shoot, 12:30pm-6pm (Gym) 
1/24  Mattick Family Benefit Concert, 7pm (W.C.) 
1/25  Parents Night Out (Youth report at 5:30) 
1/26  Heritage, 4pm 
1/27  Georgia Baptist Convention Seminar, 9am-12pm (W.C.) 
1/28  Senior Men’s Meeting, 10am (F.H.) 
1/30  Blank Canvas, 7pm-9pm, (F.H.) 

 

2825 Sandy Plains Rd / Marietta, GA 30066 

770.971.8525 / www.sandyplains.org 

LIVE  LOVE  SERVE 


